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other religions allowed up to 1906. The toleration began
then only because King Alfonso married the English
princess, Victoria Eugenie, All Spanish bishops were
elected after agreement between the Government and
the Vatican, and there was a very strong party in the State,
called the Carlists, who were themselves legitimists and
favoured the restoration of Don Carlos. These Carlists
wished the bishops to be elected direct from Rome and
, were against such liberal Catholic ideas as that the Vatican
must submit the names to the Government before election.
Naturally many of the bishops were therefore themselves
Carlists.
The Vatican realised that if this were to take place, the
bishops must lose a great part of their temporal possessions,
since the State had amortised the Church's property in
1835*, and had guaranteed to pay the Spanish clergy from
this income. As a result the country priests were ex-
tremely poorly paid (their income often amounted to
only one peseta a day), were of a low mental type> and
were badly educated. Much more powerful and better
off were the Spanish orders, especially the Jesuits, who
were very influential with the "upper classes, and ran
many colleges, and the University of Bilbao,
There were also, in 1323, about forty thousand nuns.
The population of the country was nominally ninety-nine
per cent Catholic, although the Liberals had got the
reputation of being anti-Catholic, since they wished to
abolish certain out-of-date Church privileges; yet their
leader, Count Romanones, had himself his own private
chaplain and chapeL They wished for a fresh Concordat
with the Church to deal with the wealth of the Orders
and would have made the State independent of the